
 Nurseries Education and Habitat Garden Intern 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 

Full-time, 12 months, Housing + Stipend 
 
 
 
Are you passionate about plants, working in a nursery setting, building community, and restoring parks? Join our 
dynamic team and help support the Presidio Nursery!  
 
We are looking for an intern who is excited to work with a broad range of audiences and engage individuals and groups at 
the Presidio Nursery through a variety of educational and volunteer opportunities. 
 
ABOUT THE PRESIDIO 
Birthplace of San Francisco and guardian of the Golden Gate for more than 200 years, the Presidio endures as a place of 
service and possibility. Now a distinctive part of the national park system, this magnificent American landmark invites 
visitors to be inspired by its beauty and to participate in a variety of programs that draw on its history and natural 
resources. The Presidio is also home to a vibrant community of people who work and live in the park. The Presidio is part 
of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, one of the world’s most extensive national parks in an urban setting, 
spanning over 80,000 acres on both sides of San Francisco’s Golden Gate. To learn more, visit www.presidio.gov. 
 
ABOUT THE PRESIDIO NURSERY 
The Presidio Nursery is a partnership program of the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, Presidio Trust and National 
Park Service. The Presidio Nursery is also part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area’s Native Plant Nursery System, 
one of the vital components of the park’s community-based stewardship program. Nursery staff, interns and volunteers 
grow thousands of native plants and educate hundreds of Bay Area students and residents each year. The Presidio 
Nursery grows over 60,000 plants a year in two greenhouses and one shade house, helping to support the Presidio’s 
ongoing stewardship efforts. To learn more, visit www.parksconservancy.org/programs/nurseries. 

 
POSITION OVERVIEW 
This internship aims to introduce the intern to environmental education and volunteer management, in addition to all 
aspects of managing a community-based native plant nursery. The intern will gain valuable experience in botany 
(especially CA native plant identification), plant propagation, habitat restoration and volunteer coordination.  

Essential Duties and Responsibilities 

 Coordinate and facilitate nursery-related education and volunteer programs.  

 Lead students and volunteers in nursery and habitat restoration activities, two to four programs/week.  

 Steward the Nursery’s 2-acre Native Plant Habitat Demonstration Garden. 

 Assist with plant propagation, maintenance and seed collection programs. 

 Support volunteer and education program statistics, and tracking. 

 Participate in programs and outreach at community events and local schools. 

 Develop and perform outdoor presentations to engage a variety of audiences, including children and youth of all 
ages, while promoting conservation and habitat restoration. 

 
Qualifications 

 Experience or interest in environmental education and volunteer management. 

 Experience or interest in plant propagation or habitat restoration. 

 Strong environmental ethic and commitment to community-based stewardship. 

 Excellent oral and written communication skills. 



 Ability to work in groups and independently with minimum supervision. 

 Willingness to work outdoors in inclement weather. 

 Ability to perform difficult manual labor and lift up to 40 lbs. 

 Must be a US Citizen and at least 21 years old.  

 Must possess a valid State driver’s license. 
 
Work Environment and Physical Conditions: 

 The position requires periods of standing, walking, climbing, and lifting and carrying heavy objects. 

 Work is performed both indoors and outdoors with weather conditions ranging from hot, dry and dusty to foggy, cold 
and rainy. There may be exposure to poison oak.  

 Indoor work is performed in a typical office setting. 

 The position requires working both independently and as a team with staff, volunteers from partnering agencies.  

 The intern will be required to drive and be a passenger in a motor vehicle. Selected candidates will be required to 
provide a photocopy of their current valid State driver’s license. 

 
WHY APPLY 

● Opportunities for professional development, days to pursue classes or other applicable events. 

● Gain leadership experience, marketable skills, and restoration experience at a highly respected non-profit 
organization with a model partnership between two federal agencies.  

● Opportunities to participate in and strengthen unique partnerships with educational institutions throughout the 
bay area. 

● Opportunities to work with staff and volunteers from diverse backgrounds that share a common interest in 
preserving and protecting our natural lands while engaging the next generation of park stewards.  

● Opportunity to live in and enjoy the scenery and cultural resources of a spectacular National Park.  

● Learn valuable skills in nursery and volunteer management, and community engagement.  
 
 
TERMS 
The position is considered volunteer and is part of the Presidio Trust’s Volunteer Program. Successful applicants are 
required to sign the Presidio Trust’s Volunteer Agreement.  
 
Application Deadline: November 7, 2016 
Start Date: January 18, 2017 
Length of Position: 12-month commitment  
Schedule: 40 hours per week, Tuesday - Saturday schedule 
Stipend: $300 every two weeks  
Transportation Benefit: $50 monthly parking permits for car owners or $50/month for non-car owners 
Housing:  Interns are provided a single occupancy (one person) room in dormitory-style housing in the Presidio with basic 
accommodations including a furnished private room, shared kitchen, and common areas. Interns must sign a housing 
contract, abide by the residential rules and contribute to the maintenance of the household. Interns must reside in the 
housing provided to be eligible for the internship. We cannot accept non-residential interns. 
 
TO APPLY 
Email a cover letter, resume and at least 2 references in a single attachment to Desmond Murray, 
dmurray@parksconservancy.org. PDF format is preferred but Microsoft Word versions are acceptable. Please indicate 
the position title in your email subject line. No phone calls please. 

 

The Presidio Trust, National Park Service and The Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy endeavors to build a staff 

which reflects the diversity of our Bay Area community. All qualified applicants are encouraged to apply. 

 


